Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA
KEY TO STANDARD GRADEMARKS

§29.3182 Key to standard grademarks.

Groups

X—Flyings.
C—Lugs or Cutters
B—Leaf.

T—Tips.
M—Mixed.
N—Nondescript.
S—Scrap.

Qualities

1—Choice.
2—Fine.
3—Good.
4—Fair.
5—Low.

Colors

L—Buff.

F—Tan.
FL—Tannish buff.
FR—Tannish red.
R—Red.

D—Dark red.
K—Variegated.
M—Mixed.
V—Greenish.
VF—Greenish tan.
VR—Greenish red.
G—Green.
GF—Green tan.
GR—Green red.

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959, as amended at 51 FR
40407, Nov. 7, 1986]

OFFICIAL STANDARD GRADES FOR DARK
AIR-CURED ToBAcco (U.S. TYPES 35,
36, 37 AND FOREIGN TYPE 95)

AUTHORITY: Sections 29.3501 to 29.3686
issued under 7 U.S.C. 511m and 511r.

SOURCE: Sections 29.3501 to 29.3686 appear
at 30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965, unless otherwise
noted.

DEFINITIONS

§29.3501 Definitions.

As used in §§29.3501 to 29.3686, the
words and phrases hereinafter defined
shall have the indicated meanings so
assigned.

§29.3502 Air-cured.

Tobacco cured under natural atmos-
pheric conditions without the use of
fire, except for the purpose of pre-
venting pole-burn in damp weather.

§29.3511

§29.3503 Air-dried.

The condition of unfermented to-
bacco as customarily prepared for stor-
age under natural atmospheric condi-
tions.

§29.3504 Body.

The thickness and density of a leaf or
the weight per unit of surface. (See
Elements of Quality, §29.3586.)

§29.3505

A group of colors ranging from a
light brown to a dark brown. These col-
ors vary from medium to low satura-
tion and from medium to very low
brillance. As used in these standards,
the colors are expressed as light brown
(L), medium brown (F), reddish brown
(R), and dark brown (D).

§29.3506 Class.

A major division of tobacco based on
method of cure or principal usage.

§29.3507 Clean.

Tobacco is described as clean when it
contains only a normal amount of sand
or soil particles. Leaves grown on the
lower portion of the stalk normally
contain more dirt or sand than those
from higher stalk positions. (See Rule
4, §29.3605.)

§29.3508

The third factor of a grade based on
the relative hues, saturations or
chromas, and color values common to
the type.

Brown colors.

Color.

§29.3509 Color intensity.

The varying degree of saturation or
chroma. Color intensity as applied to
tobacco describes the strength or
weakness of a specific color or hue. It
is applicable to all colors except green.
(See Elements of Quality, §29.3586.)

§29.3510 Color symbols.

As applied to Dark Air-cured to-
bacco, color symbols are L—Ilight
brown, F—medium brown, R—reddish
brown, D—dark brown, M—mixed, and
G—qgreen.

§29.3511 Condition.

The state of tobacco which results
from the method of preparation or
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§29.3512

from the degree of fermentation. Words
used to describe the condition of to-
bacco are: Undried, air-dried, steam-
dried, sweating, sweated, and aged.

§29.3512 Crude.

A subdegree of maturity. Crude
leaves are usually hard and slick as a
result of extreme immaturity. A simi-
lar condition may result from firekill,
sunburn, or sunscald. Any leaf which is
crude to the extent of 20 percent or
more of its leaf surface may be de-
scribed as crude. (See Rule 20, §29.3621.)

§29.3513 Cured.

Tobacco dried of its sap by either
natural or artificial processes.

§29.3514 Damage.

The effect of mold, must, rot, black
rot, or other fungus or bacterial dis-
eases which attack tobacco in its cured
state. Tobacco having the odor of mold,
must, or rot is considered damaged.
(See Rule 24, §29.3625.)

§29.3515 Dirty.

The state of tobacco containing an
abnormal amount of dirt or sand, or to-
bacco to which additional quantities of
dirt or sand have been added. (See Rule
24, §29.3625.)

§29.3516 Elasticity.

The flexible, springy nature of the to-
bacco leaf to recover approximately its
original size and shape after it has been
stretched. (See Elements of Quality,
§29.3586.)

§29.3517 Finish.

The reflectance factor in color per-
ception. Finish indicates the sheen or
shine of the surface of a tobacco leaf.
(See Elements of Quality, §29.3586.)

§29.3518 Foreign matter.

Any extraneous substance or mate-
rial such as stalks, suckers, straw,
strings, and rubber bands. Abnormal
amounts of dirt or sand are also in-
cluded. (See Rule 24, §29.3625.)

§29.3519 Form.

The stage of preparation of tobacco
such as unstemmed or stemmed.
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§29.3520 Grade.

A subdivision of a type according to
group, quality, and color.

§29.3521 Grademark.

A grademark normally consists of
three symbols which indicate group,
quality, and color. A letter is used to
indicate group, a number to indicate
quality, and a letter or letters to indi-
cate color. For example, B3D means
Heavy Leaf, third quality, and dark-
brown color.

§29.3522 Green (G).

A term applied to green-colored, im-
mature, or crude tobacco. Any leaf
which has a green color affecting 20
percent or more of its leaf surface may
be described as green. (See Rule 19,
§29.3620.)

§29.3523 Group.

A division of a type covering closely
related grades based on certain charac-
teristics which are related to stalk po-
sition, body, or the general quality of
the tobacco. Groups in Dark Air-cured
types are: Wrappers (A), Heavy Leaf
(B), Thin Leaf (C), Lugs (X), Non-
descript (N), and Scrap (S).

[51 FR 40408, Nov. 7, 1986]

§29.3524 Injury.

Hurt or impairment from any cause
except the fungus or bacterial diseases

which attack tobacco in its cured
state. (See definition of Damage,
§29.3514.) Injury to tobacco may be

caused by field diseases, insects, or
weather conditions; insecticides, fun-
gicides, or cell growth inhibitors; nu-
tritional deficiencies or cesses; or im-
proper fertilizing, harvesting, curing,
or handling. Injured tobacco includes
dead, burned, hail-cut torn, broken,
frostbitten, sunburned, sunscalded,
scorched, fire-killed, bulk-burnt,
steam-burnt, house-burnt bleached,
bruised, discolored, or deformed leaves;
or tobacco affected by wildfire rust,
frogeye, mosaic, root rot, wilt, black
shank, or other diseases. (See Rule 15,
§29.3616.)

§29.3525 Leaf.

Whole, unstemmed leaf. Leaf, when
applied to tobacco in strip form, shall
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